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been of opinion, that Chancellors were very late officers, and introduced by the sloth and negligence of Bishops, unwilling   to    hear   and   determine  those  causes    in which they had a jurisdiction.     But  the  learned  Sir Thomas Ridley tells us this is a mistake; for in the first ages of the church, the Bishops had those officers which were called ecclesiecdici,  that is,  church lawyers, who were bred up in the knowledge of the civil and canon laws, and their "business was to assist the Bishop in his jurisdiction throughout the whole diocese ; and because the Chancellor does the same thing now, therefore he concludes that the office was the same with those ancient church lawyers.    But probably they were not judges of ecclesiastical courts, as Chancellors are at this day, but only advised and assisted the Bishops themselves in giving judgment; for we read of no Chancellors here in all the Saxon reigns, nor after the Conquest, before the time of Henry  II.   for that  king requiring the attendance of Bishops in his state councils, and other public affairs, it was thought necessary to substitute Chancellors in their room, to dispatch those causes which were proper for his jurisdiction.    And here it may not be improper to give the reader a short account by whom the ancient ecclesiastical jurisdiction was exercised in this kingdom; and that was by the Bishop, in conjunction with his clergy, in a diocesan synod, whose decrees were obligatory only in that diocese,.and extended no  further.    But about that time Gratian, who was sent Legate to our Henry II. by Pope Eugenius IIL had collected and published a book of canons, which that Pope, for the real value he had for the book itself, or rather to honour the publisher, who was his nephew, commanded to be taught, and allowed it to be received as containing the standing rules to decide all ecclesiastical cases throughout the Western Church. It was upon this occasion, and at this time, that the ancient ecclesiastical jurisdiction was altered in "this nation; for now the Bishops and their clergy were to study this new book of canons, in order to give a right judgment in such cases; but it happened to be at a time when the clergy were  so miserably oppressed by the monks, and many of them were  reduced  to such narrow circumstances, that they gave up this right of sitting in judicature with